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Tho iyau ■ tiin j sel£ - w as inripiTOfL-joT- -i t, 
wtaggi!ie-s*i< 1 : “ My haste to catch pick- 
erel wading in retired meadows, in 
sloughs and bog-holes, in forlorn and 
savage places, appeared for an instant 
trivial to me, who had been sent to school 
and college. But as I ran down the hill 
towards the reddening west, with the 
rainbow over my shoulder, and some faint 
tinkling sounds borne to my ear through 
cleansed air from I know not what 
quarter, my good genius seemed to say,— 
“ Go fish and hunt far and wide ; day by 
day farther and wider ; and rest thee by 
many brooks and hearthsides without 
misgiving. Rise free from care before 
the dawn, and seek adventures. Let the 
noon find thee by other lakes, and night 
overtake thee everywhere at home. 
There are no larger fields than these, — 
no worthier games than may here be 
played. ’ ’ And indeed, such was Thoreau’s 
life, as we look back upon it, — a game 
played in the great fields of Nature, — a 
ramble through time and eternity, where 
each locality, like these environs of Con- 
cord, became by turns magically vast and 
magically small, — the macrocosm and the 
,^itffcrocosm of the Universe 
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pilgrimage centres about >¥*li(inpivlierc 
Emerson walked in his own pine-wood, 
andwlawe Thoreau d ii'iiWoi' i MN|ji n irml'h s, 
aj&r entertained his friends m his little 
cabin. His going there was determined 
partly by his early love for that fair water, 
and partly by the fact that Emerson, 
year tefbpeyhad bought l wid» 4 fcoro. In 
October, 1844, Emerson wrote to his 
brother William ; “ In one of my soli 
tarv wood-walks by Walden Pond, I met 
two or tVrre'e men who told me they had 
come there to sell and to buy a field, on 
which they wished me to bid .as pur- 
chaser. As it was on the shore of the 
pond, and now for years I had a sort of 
daily occupancy in it, I bought it — 
eleven acres, for #8.10 an acre. The 
next day I carried 'some of my well- 
beloved gossips to the place, “ (Thoreau 
was one of them, no doubt),” and 
they deciding that the field was not good 
for anything if Hartwell Bigelow should 
cut down his pine-grove, I bought, for 
$125 more, his pretty wood lot of three or 
four acres; and am now landlord and 
water-lord of fourteen acres, more or less, 
on the shore of Walden, and can raise 
my own blackberries.” This “field” of 
1 844 has now become a grove, and where 
Thoreau used to sit in his cabin-door and 
look out upon the pond, trees have grown 
up that hide all but a glimpse of the water 
from the pilgrim-visitor who goes to add 
a stone to the cairn that now marks f 
site of the hut. It was the next sp 
after this purchase that Thoreau, th< 
twenty-seven years old, borrowed an axe 
of Mr. Alcott and went 'into the 1: 
wood lot to cut the timber for his house. 
"He encamped there more than two years^. 
but in that time made one of his journeys 
to the Maine woodsj and when he left 
Walden, he went to live in Emerson’s 
house, during its master’s absence in 
Europe. Emerson sailed Oct. 5, 1847, 
a adihic •was , a month later than Thoreau’s 
withdrawal from the woods, ■wbtrfr" tonk 
pla^e-Serptr-fk The cabin was sold to a 
gardener, and afterwards became the 
property of a farmer in the northwest 
corner of Concord, three or four miles 
from its original site. There it stood, 
not far from Estabrook Farm, one of the 
more distant resorts of the walkers, until 
by neglect and decay it fell in pieces soon 
after Thoreau’s death in 1862. 
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